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Synopsis

No modern tragedy has had a greater impact on race relations in America than the kidnapping and
murder of Emmett Till. A 14-year-old black boy from Chicago visiting relatives in Mississippi in 1955,
Till was taken from his uncleA¢a -4a,¢s home by two white men; several days later, his body was
found in the Tallahatchie River. This grotesque crime became the catalyst for the civil rights
movement.At age 12, author Simeon Wright saw and heard his cousin Emmett whistle at a white
woman at a grocery store; he was sleeping in the same bed with him when Emmett was taken; and

he was at the sensational trial. This is his gripping coming-of-age memoir.
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Customer Reviews

Units on the civil rights movement would be remiss not to include this powerful firsthand account.
Wright was there when his cousin Till whistled at white cashier Carolyn Bryant; he shared the same
bed as Till when two white men burst into the house to drag him away; and he was witness to the
decades of scrutiny the case has wrought. Wright focuses on the crime with clarity and passion. His
memoir is short and focused, with just enough context about living in Jim Crow Mississippi and,
later, about how the incident colored his reactions to Dr. King and Malcolm X. His ground-level
insights into the character of 14-year-old Bobo (We didnA¢a -4,¢t know that BoboA¢a -4,¢s first

name was Emmett until after he was killed) are invaluable. In many ways, this is a book about the



value of primary sources; Wright (along with coauthor Boyd) spends many pages sifting through
erroneous stories. The 2005 exhumation, the 2005 documentary The Untold Story of Emmett Louis
Till, and the 2008 Emmett Till Unsolved Civil Rights Crime Act are also given consideration. Grades

6-10. --Daniel Kraus

&#147;Fascinating . . . there is much to learn here . . . . Simeon Wright is just the latest in a long line
of writers who find the Emmett Till story compelling, but his perspective and proximity are critical to
a full understanding.A¢a —-A*A A &#151;Chicago Tribune&#147;Crystal clarity and blistering prose.
... [A] powerful, important memoir. SimeonAg¢a -4,¢s Story is a story you must read.A¢a —As
&#151;Savannah Morning News&#147;WrightA¢a -4,¢s story is chilling, and his honest account
will hook readers from the beginning.A¢é -As &#151:School Library

Journal&#147;SimeonA¢a —4,¢s Story is one that must be heard and never forgotten. In simple,
plain language, Wright describes an event that shocked the conscience of the nation and gave birth
to the modern-day Civil Rights Movement in America.A¢a -A- &#151;John Lewis, U.S.
congressman&#147;A compelling read.A¢a -Ae &#151:Kirkus Reviews

| just finished reading this wonderful book and | am so glad Mr. Simeon Wright was able to tell the
world what really happened or the truth. I've read and heard different stories for several years and |
even own both dvd versions but | never read about it all until now. It is definitely sad what this family
went through because of the ignorance, hatred, and racism and prejudice in this country especially
Mississippi. This is the best book that I've ever read regarding civil rights, the Jim Crow laws, the
south and the justice system back then. It was hard for me to put it down once | started reading it. |
really, really enjoyed this book and a big thank you to Mr. Simeon Wright as well as others who

helped in publishing this masterpiece.

This is the best book to read on Emmett Till, to date -- whether you have read every other book on
his story or if this is your first. I'm just about in the first group, having read most major books on the
murder of this 14-year-old from Chicago that took place in 1955 in the Mississippi Delta. | became
an initiate to the Emmett Till story after living in the Delta, near the location where Till was killed. |
have been to the grocery story in Money, viewed the site of the shed where he was killed, seen
where his body was dumped into the Tallahatchie River and have walked into the Sumner
courthouse where the trial took place. Some older people still living in the Delta have shared details

from a personal perspective, enriching this story for my benefit. But all of my questions were not



answered until reading "Simeon’s Story."Simeon Wright's book adds the missing parts. Wright was
physically there in Money with his cousin as they walked into the Bryant grocery store and had
contact with Carolyn Bryant. So when | picked up Wright's book and began reading, | couldn’t put it
down. Through his words, | could now close my eyes and be there with the two young men as
events unfolded leading to the death of Emmett Till.So many new details and keen observations
kept me reading; Wright offers the kind of first-hand details that breathe life into this key modern civil
rights moment, the event that sparked Rosa Parks to take her stand. After turning the last page of
"Simeon’s Story," | now have a much better feel of who this young man was, how he approached
life, and how he got himself entangled into such a mess that ended his life. | can better visualize
what took place in the grocery story and then in the early hours of Aug. 28, 1955 when Till was
kidnapped from the Wright's home. | felt the some of the terror that Emmett and the Wright family
must have experience that morning. And | better understand the current politics surrounding this
cold case, since Wright has offered his explanation of today’s politics surrounding the cold case
initiative.It’'s a good thing that Simeon Wright waited to write his book. Otherwise, his critical
assessment might have been lost amid the more historically expansive books written by important
historians, journalists and others that have helped us understand the Till story and its place in the
modern civil rights movement.Wright's book, written from his heart and coming to us so many years

later, is our dessert.

Simeon Wright has written a brief, interesting, and informative account of the kidnapping and
murder of his cousin Emmett Till. The book, only 137 pages long, can be read in one lengthy sitting.
Simeon was there during the week Emmett visited relatives in Money, Mississippi, and he confronts
distortions and misconceptions that have been accepted as gospel throughout the years mainly
through the Look magazine article that came out following the infamous not guilty verdict against
two domestic terrorists named Roy Bryant and J.W. Milam who had their small children along with
them to the trial as if to demonstrate to the world their love of children. Wright also sets the scene as
to what life was like for blacks in Mississippi during the mid-1950s. His mother moved to Chicago
immediately after the murder of Emmett Till with the remainder of the family joining her following the
farcical trial. All of us will be remembered for how we treat others, and Simeon Wright relates his
thankfulness to his teachers and students in his new Chicago school for their acceptance of him as
he adjusted to life in an environment totally different from rural Mississippi.This is an excellent book
for young people to read regarding the Emmett Till case. It is written so young people can enjoy i,

but adults can certainly learn from it as well. There are no profanities, and it is told by someone who



was actually there along with Emmett Till during this time. If there is a complaint | have with the book
it is that the few photographs are very small.Yes, we have come a long way since those Ozzie and
Harriet days of the 1950s, but all we have to do is turn to the national news to realize we still have a
long way to go. The mind of the bigot is like the pupil of the eye. The more light you throw upon it

the more it will contract.

The most important thing try can be said about Simeon’s Story is that it is honest. He doesn’t try to
lionize Emmett Till, or Mamie Til. More amazingly he doesn’t spend vast tracts of text trying to
demonize Bryant and Milam or the Sheriffs, or even the jury. There’s a simple walk through the
history of several weeks in the summer of 1955. He then combats the certain rumors that have

arisen in the half century since the murder of his cousin Emmett Louis Till.

| bought this book as a father’s day gift for my pops. After he read it | asked to read it. The book was
very informative and really answered questions of a story | had always been interested to know
about. Since I'm a truth seeker it was great learning the actual facts from the eyewitness,Mr.
Simeon Wright. My pops enjoyed the book as well, it reminded him of some of the things he had
heard,experienced or witnessed. | only gave 4 stars because | would have liked to see pictures of
Emmett Till after he was found and pictures of all those that were involved with his kidnapping and

murder.
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